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Score for Degrassi, Allyson

Intellectual Merit Criterion

Overall Assessment of Intellectual Merit

Good

Explanation to Applicant

-applicant with generally good prior research experiences that will help in developing the research plan -work
would benefit from a larger theoretical context: how and why is the work important? -good hypotheses and
local connection between hybridization and mate resource levels...role of geopraphic factors a bit tenuous,
as 1s methods to quantify putatiy -what are th -can applicant work with wolves
in the lab (how restrictive wil%e in carrying out the lab trials?) -minimal information about if
student has the molecular backeround for the research

Broader Impacts Criterion

Overall Assessment of Broader Impacts

Good

Explanation to Applicant

-applicant with a proven track record of outreach education in K-12 and beyond (SI peer-mentor) and with
nnderrepresented croups. The applicant’s non-traditional background coming from a community colleze will
help assure this group will be served. -IWill k-12 students Jtake part in the research? If so, how? -how will
the results be communicated to the above groups (and others)? This is unclear.




Intellectual Merit Criterion

Overall Assessment of Intellectual Merit

Good

Explanation to Applicant

The applicant has experience with two very appropriate research intern positions, several publications, several
presentations, and comes very highly recommended (as an instructor with insight into learning disabilities.
The letters of recommendation describe a mature individual who works well with group of students, often
inspiring the others to greater efforts. The proposed research project addresses potential coyote hybridization.
Part of thd proposal Was cnniusmgl perhaps due to the lack of consensus among biologists regarding species

and hybrids. The research fhas clearly stated hypotheses, but they|could have been better suppnrteﬂ

Broader Impacts Criterion

Overall Assessment of Broader Impacts

Fair

Explanation to Applicant

[ like to read a description on the broader impacts infterms of what the research means jand how the research
15 conducted. Based on the applicant’s past record, I believe she will engage a broad audience in her research,
but there 1s no discussion of such an effort in the project description. Furthermore, there 1s no discussion of
the broader impacts of the work in general.
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Intellectual Merit Criterion

Overall Assessment of Intellectual Merit

Very Good

Explanation to Applicant

The applicant has a strong undergraduate record of research experiences through an UMEB program. The
proposed research is interesting and well-designed overall. How were adelgid attacks simulated and how
might rodent{responses between the two different hemlock|impact treatments?

Broader Impacts Criterion

Overall Assessment of Broader Impacts

Good

Explanation to Applicant

The applicant has overcome substantial obstacles on the path to a PhD and has shown a strong dedication
to K-12|dedication and outreach! This record indicates a high likelihood of using the proposed work to
achieve broader impacts, but more detailed information about how this would be achieved would have been
beneficial. Also, what are potential implications of the work forfapplied conservation/ forest management?l




Intellectual Merit Criterion

Overall Assessment of Intellectual Merit

Excellent

Explanation to Applicant

The applicant iEI highly mﬂtivatedl and has been very active in undergraduate research (e.g. UMEB), presented
erience at several conferences, and written up these results for publication. The proposed
research is timely| (Tsuga decline is in process) and the ecological effects are likely to ramify throughout the

for : 1_design seems appropriate to test these ideas. The prﬂlﬂum.pl:ﬁmed.ﬂsa.l
seeny effective and appropriate] A suggestion may be to collect ancillary data abut thejhabitat conditions

in each of the forest-treatments, to ensure that confounding variables are either not an issue or to allow for
these affects as covariates. But over all - great job.

Broader Impacts Criterion

Overall Assessment of Broader Impacts

Excellent

Explanation to Applicant

The applicant in the past was very |active in various student mentoring programs |{including members of
underrepresented groups). The applicant’s current Phl) program includes developing an ecological outreach

program for K-12 students and students with disabilities. The expressed plan to recruit HS and undergrad
students in the research itself is valuable and unlike many of her peers 1s Eenuinel}r devoted to this ﬂutreax:_hl




Intellectual Merit Criterion

Owverall Assessment of Intellectual Merit

Very Good

Explanation to Applicant

The applicant has demonstrated |strong academic achievement] and an excellent record of dissemination
of research products in scientific publications and conference presentations stemming from prior research
activities.

The research would investigate the effect of foundation speq\eﬁ_gn_:nd.gm_md1' tions in eastern hemlock
torests. The research is well articulated; further details on thestatistical approach frather than the program

used) would improve the research plan.

Broader Impacts Criterion

Overall Assessment of Broader Impacts

Excellent

Explanation to Applicant

The applicant has a history of [bringing science to a broader community as a student instructor for high
school and undergraduate biology nrajc-rs and assisting in kids college day for inner-city middle school
yvouth. The applicant is currently developing an ecological research program for K12 students, and intends
to continue mentoring undergraduates and high school students in this research project and volunteering for
K12 education programs.
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My Suggestions

In addition to Alli’'s comments

Go to meetings like this
Start early

Put Broader Impacts and Intellectual Merit in
all 3 essays!

Get it proof read by your advisor AND peers
Ask for STRONG letters of recommendation
Overall: Keep it simple!
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